Pearly penile papules (PPP) (also often referred to as pink pearly papules or pink penile papules) have been noted by many anatomists and dermatologists over the past 250 years, including such distinguished names as Littre and Morgagni. They commonly present to clinics for sexually transmitted diseases as one of the minor "rarities" and the source of much anxiety for worried adolescents.
No agreement has been reached on their incidence and their natural history is not clearly understood. As the Case report in this issue' shows, new facts about the shape, genital sites and age incidence of PPP are still being reported.
In one of the earliest studies Buschke2 noted their presence in 36 of 435 Those seen in the cat for example are very prominent, resembling spines. In man the possibility has been considered that PPP may stimulate the vagina during intercourse but in view of their very small size this seems to be extremely unlikely. Patients with PPP have never reported them as having any erogenous function. They appear to fulfil no specific purpose in men and the suggestion by Callomon and Wilson9 that they may represent phylogenetic residua from our animal ancestry is almost certainly correct.
No treatment other than reassurance is required and requests from patients for surgical removal for cosmetic reasons should generally be resisted.
